Susquehanna Valley
Garden Railway Society

Central Pennsylvania's Garden Railway Club

SVGRS Newsl etter Marc

2023 Calendar of Events

Jan -31 Executive Board Meeting (new year planning sched-
ule)

Mar -6 First Quarter Newsletter

Mar -15 7:00 pm General Meeting - New Oxford Train Station

Apr -14/15 ECLSTS Train Show Day 1 (No club display) Annapo-
lis. MD (9:00 - 5:00) We will h ave a few members at-
tending. If anyone would like them to take items to
sell foryou , ple ase contact Turk.

Mar -31 Deadline to pay 2023 Dues.
May -21 Equipment Clean Up - National Apple Museum (2:00
pm)
July -9 Open House (Short meeting to be held as well) - Bill &

Dee Simmons - Abbottstown, PA. (1:00 pm)



Sept-17 General Meeting  /Club Picnic, (1:00 pm) Southampton

Oct-2

Oct -8

Nov -6
Nov -11
Nov -24

Dec-3

Dec-30

Jan-13

P

Township Park, Southampton Junction Pavilion -, 200
Airport Road, Shippensburg, PA
Third Quarter Newsletter

Trailer Inventory, clean inventory items and repack
for R ocky Ridge (2:00 pm)

Rocky Ridge Pre -Setup, Track & Platforms (10:00 am)
Rocky Ridge Complete Setup (10:00 am)
Christmas Magic Opening Day (5:00 pm)

General Meeting /Christmas Party - National Apple
Museum (4:30 pm)

Rocky Ridge Christmas Magic Ends

Rocky Ridge Tear Down (10:00 am)

ease print or cut out an
ref erence.




A Message from your President

For those of you who do not have Facebook, | wanted to share a collage that | did last week
Trains and model railroading have been a big part of my life for over 50 years. My parents in-
troduced me to trains at a very early age. My dad had O scale trains and super O which he ce
ried and survived with him through the war and multiple moves. He and mom then started witl
two, 4 x 8 platforms and built a HO display. That got me hooked ancendy ffriends and |
spent many days working on our own display which was even larger in the basement. Gilber
in Gettysburg was first, but when Paul Wagner starte@-trigin car hobby shop in New Ox-
ford, that became a family bi weekly trip for us. Myddwho had traveled and spent many years
in Germany and spoke it fluently easily became friends with Mr. Wagner. He ran more than a
hobby shop; he was a friend to all railroaders and all scales.

| remember seeing my first LGB Stainz running outsidesh pl ace and t hou
not affordable. | was HO scale all the way at that time in my life. Who would have thought 51
years later | would own many LGB products. After high school trains were not as important b
in my 3rd of college, | becaeinterested in the real trains, especially Steam locomotives.

Soon After that, Jeff Shubert moved backMaynesboroand we started working on a layout
in my basement. We had been friends since 7th grade and always hung out when he was
around. My d had taken me to quite a few railroads including seeing the Freedom trains.

Then we stated chasing trains. | was lucky because my buddy Randy Kuhn had opened 2 1
Cameras stores, and we had access to all the film you could ¥Wegtbéack in theday we used
film) The good news was we only had to wait 1 day for developing. So, photography became
new hobby along with seeing those soot burning steamers in action. From EBT to Gettysburg
Strasburg, and Altoona; We were always up for aitripalso involved eating! Then came
photo shoots hosted by professionals. That had us spending more time and money on trains!
we met new trains folks along the way. We are lucky that Railroads have made such a come-
back in restorations. | have been aolsee more trains in the last 20 years than most see in a
lifetime due. Mainly due to more restoration programs than ever across the USA.

Through the years, | have added some new train buddies such as Rob and Barry.
| always say that a good hobbsgn bring you good friends and lots of comradery.
G scale is the same exact way. If it were not for Jeff, | would have never known a G scale clul
existed. So, wherever you travel, always check to see if there are trains or clubs nearby. It he
sure giverme a wealth of knowledge and fun. So, from 33 years ago to now, thanks for all the
fun Jef f! Hereb6s to friends in Railroadin

Turk Russell Pres/coordinator
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2023 Industry News

Submitted by: Turk Russell

Bachmann
Home > Bachmann 93551 G Evans 53' Double-Door Boxcar with End-of-Train Device Santa Fe #504007
BACHMANN 93551 G EVANS 53' DOUBLE-
PRE DOOR BOXCAR WITH END-OF-TRAIN DEVICE
ORDER SANTA FE #504007
Y7 7 Y7 Y7 v Write a review

$168.99

PRE ORDER
SKU#: 93551

Following the lines of the former Aristocratft trains products. Bachmann is offering the big 53 ft
cars in a variety of road names. This new car will come standard with the Fred (flashing rear
enddevice) whichwill have the upgraded trucks and metal wheels.

Arriving the end of March 2023
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B a ¢ h ma n Dhashs9 loGlmotives have finally arrived. Tlhhaeg-awaitedremake of Aris-

tocraft trains big diesel engine will be shipping on MarckQR3. The new locos will include
upgrades such as: LED lighting, paint schemes, plug and play electrical gear to accept batte
and DCC setups. Extra weight for better pullingvpo. They will also have Aristo AAR cou-

plers. Recommended 10ft diameter curve track. 10 road names will be available.

Other good news is that Bachmann is finally listening to us Hobbyists. Thpyoalgcing
sparemotor blocks. For most folks, the gearglanotors were obsolete so now you will be able
to fix your old Aristo Dash 9. Parts should be available by the end of March.

See Bachmanntrains.com for mamé.
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Last year Rob and | were able to see and get our hands on a prototype of this new device at 1
larges cal e s how. | téds a great addition to |
god it did not take as long as other lasgale items dthese days.

Bachmann trains announces a Flashing rear end device built into a complete truck for large
scale. You will now be able to add a prototypical moekaym endof-train protection to select
Large Scale rolling stock. The End of Train Device with Flashing [EECompatible with

1:29 scale rolling stock items with modern rolberaring trucks. Works on track or battery
power.
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MTH Trains

MTH trains to continue operations.
| have been informed that new products will be coming.

In 2021, M.T.H. owner Mike Wolf retired and sold off the HO and S gauge product lines as
well as some O gauge tooling. The company transitioned into three smaller companies and re
cated into a smadl facility in Elkridge, MD.

M.T.H. continues to churn out new products every month with a smaller staff and a few outsic
contractors, many of whom worked directly for the firm for two or more decades.
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R Ducks Locomotive Works

| stumbled across The R Ducks Locomotive Works while searching for parts. This manufactur
produces G scale kits of certain models from locomotives to rolling stock. They are unique to
today's worldEstablished in 2021 You Can Read All About It.

https://www.rducklocomotiveworks.com/abelit
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MRC

NEW
ARRIVAL

MRC has released a new G scale power pack with 5.5 amps of gdwatlepack 9900

replaces MRC's Trainpower 6200 (AA222) with a complete revamp and new circuitry. The ne!
pack operates more efficiently and under cooler temperatures. Rated at 80 watts (5.5 amps) \
the Train power 6200's 60 watts (3.5 amps) the new@sovides much more power. The
Throttlepack 9900 has a mode switch to increase the voltage from smaller scales (HO & N),
making it perfect for G gauge locomotives. The 9900 also offers an optional walk around
control as well.

80 watts (5.5 amps)

Braking switch

Direction switch

Momentum switch

Runs all scales of DC operated trains

HO or G selection button

Too oo oo Too Too To



2022 Annual Christmas Party

Our annual Christmas party saw us back for a second time at the National Apple Museum in
Biglerville PA the first Sunday of December 2022. Special thanks to Bob Wenger for letting us
use the Museum for our parties. Turk Russell and Penny Segessenman hosted our event or
again keeping everyone entertained and informed. We had 28 family/mseimla&tendance.
Keann Russell gave the blessing before we all dug into dinner which was provided by Uncle
Eddies BBQ. Penny provided yet another new selection of jokes and Keann sold our 50/50
tickets.

Tim Criderds family, wes kBBQO umame &ahe ke
many years ago for Summer Pig roasts. The meal consisted of Roast Turkey, stuffing, mashe
potatoes, corn and salad. They provided an awesome Train photo cake for dessert. Everyboc
went home full!

A short busines meeting followed, and all officers gave reports with much discussion sur-
rounding the 2022 Christmas Magic display at Rocky Ridge. We announced the 2023 East
Coast Large Scale Train Show is once again being held more as-ax@&bpdjacent to Star
Hobbies in Annapolis MD April 12 and 1%'. The club will not be creating a layout as this is
just too far away and the show size does not justify it. This year there will also be a new Nort
east Large Scale show hEO® df esepriN@&rid 2dc. fhiss e t
show is hosted by the same folks that do the huggcalk train show in January.

The event then proceeded to the giveaway prizes phase. Doris Geesey was the 50/50 winner
We also gave away over a dozen door prizes.

The evening wrapped up with a couple of layout tours and a Reading and Northern video of tt
newly restored 2102 in action by Rob Segessenman.

Thanks to all that attended!
Submitted by Rob & Turk









2022Rocky Ridge ChristmasM aqgic round up

Submitted by: Rob Segessenman Jr.

Each year seems to bring new experiences and new records with Christmas Magic at Rocky
Ridge. This year was no exception although every record is not always a solid plus. This is o
second year back since COVI D, and it was
changes remained in that sides were still off previously closed pavihonihare was no Santa
Clause or holiday music. One record we broke this year was the total number of days off. Tt
seven weather cancellations certainly impacted attendance and income. | want to specificall
thank my wife Penny and emordinator TurkRussell along with his wife Keann for making

this show viable. Their support and involvement were a huge part of our path to success.
Speaking of success, this yearo6s show, al"
club well within budged

The 2022 Rocky Ridge season started with the trailer repack held at the National Apple Mu-
seum where the club now stores the trailer and additional items. This was held on Sunday O
tober 23 from 3:004:30pm. We had thirteen folks present with Turll &enny taking the

lead on sorting and repacking much of the Rocky Ridge display items.

This year 6s -feupwayhel®Tudsday Ndvame&rfi®@m 10:00am till 2:30pm.

The club trailer was transported along with the waterfall and most eveyytleimeeded except

the large roller coaster. We had ten workers attending and we succeeded in getting the plat-
forms set and fastened together, closing in and insulating the barn door, hanging the mural, a
setting the track loop for Thomas and the mami€Eimas Tree. This time we also put down,
shimmed, and secured all the track loops, inside and out!

The main setup day fell on Saturday Novembét a@d it was a very mild. We never used a
heater, and it was quite comfortable even with both doons apeh of the time. Barry &
Linda McNew and Mary Jane Reiff provided refreshments. That was greatly appreciated by &

Although we had a slightly smaller than expected crew of 17 members their families, we com
pleted the bulk of the setup between 1Gard 3:30pm. Things were looking pretty good when
we locked up that afternoon. Not quite ready, but good!

As in 2021 the Park Service, recognizing we are a huge part of the draw, stepped up and ma
the full payment in advance which was increased by) $#0this year. The 2022 calendar af-
forded us 34 run days between Thanksgivin
seven days of closure due to weather leaving us only 27 days to build on the base payment w
donations and raffle. A full finanai report will be made at the March meeting.
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With only 27 days open, overall attendance was down 10,000 guests in 2021 with a total of
41,944 for 2022. This was still the fifth highest attendance year, so not so bad.

As webve done f ovenstaing ranvon tiiedayautswhichoaleng wishehe
amusement park, is a lot of motion. Unfortunately, we could never get the large roller coaste
to work, and parts are not currently avai
done @ing back a few years.

Kudos to Turk for pressing everyone to set the schedule of volunteers in 2022, in the end we
had a nice mix of newer members working with our experienced operators. The custom Liong
Consolidation and the USArainsGP38/GP9 started the show, but we then subbed in the F3
A/B set and our Bachmann1® in SVGRS livery. Turk and Barry performed maintenance on
the Christmas Tree engine and the Lionel Consolidation during the show, and all the engines
will be serviced though the winter and this spring.

Tear down saw a cold day with a touch of snow still on the ground and a large group of 25 he
ersonJanuary Y5 nsuring we got cleaned up and pac
on cleanup day was a nice boswf $64.43 along with another $105.25 from the pond.

Raffle Roundup: As | mentioned at the top, this was a year of records with a total of raffle
1,1236 tickets sold. | must give a shout out to Turk for once again convincing Bachmann to
send us thig train set for free meaning that was all profit! Many folks liked that the giveaway
wasnotod a Thomas set. This yearo6s winner
livered the train set in awful weather so that the Davis family kids couldhakset on their
Christmas trip to their grandparentsd hom
trains and thatos a big part of what make:
see and enjoy the happy faces!

Keann and Pennset an altime raffle ticket record selling 150 tickets Ded"17The Shubert
Family had the record donation night at $.
all combined night record of $208!

Final Note: Thanks to everyone who helpedmakt hi s a succes¢éfe-f or
bloodand while I still think there is room for some improvements, | think we hawedsand
trueformula for success. We have all those leaders before me to thank for that! | just carried
on what ovelnde¢ow e great! Still, 1t doesn
let me know your thoughts! Next year is thd'4biniversary and the park service is asking for
something special. If we were ever going to change things up, this would be i

Thanks, from myself and Turk for another successful event!
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Winner of raffle

21



Steam Returns to EBTi 2022 Winter Spectacular

Submitted by: Turk Russell & RdBegessenman Jr.

Unl ess youbve been |iving under a rock, i
tures, articles, or videos of the first run of East Broad Top RR newly restored engine #16. Th
engine last ran in freight service some 60 yeaosaagl never saw duty in the tourist years
which finally ended in 2012. | t6s been s
sionally drug out for display. Although there was no snow, and the weekend was mild for Fel
ruary. Turk Russell, Jeff Sbhert, Randy Alleman and Rob Segessenman Jr. acquired tickets
and made the pilgrimage to Orbisonia PA Sunday February 19th, 2023.

In addition to the newly restored steam engine, the new EBT owners have purchased four br:
new built narrow gage passengar< Build to look vintage, they have steel frames and roller
bearing trucks. These cars will be used in the regular tourist season runs so that the origin:
cars can be properly restored and used on special occasions.

EBTOs Wi nter Spsandingt@aditibnafrom thesourast yéars nngler the Koval-
chick family often saw unparalleled access to the building and equipment with multiple engine
in use. This year started with a private fun for the new owners and special guests on Frida
FebruaryZ t h . Saturdayds event started with
runs of the passenger train and thel Miesel powered railcar. All trains ran to Colgate Grove,
turned, and returned to Orbisonia running over tracks also recentlyedestbrolleys ran all
weekend as well.

The staff as well as volunteers has made huge strides with improvements from track to builc
ings and trains. The work they have performed in less than 3 years would take most Railroa
up to 20 years. Next up for rah will be locomotive #15. EBT still has 6 locomotives intact.
The staff has also said they want to expand the track lines back down to Robertsdale. This v
take some monumental work but can be done. Rehab and refurbishments are continuing ev
week

|l f youdbve not ever been to EBT, and haven
passenger services are due to start in May. Make a point to travel and take in this amazing ¢
and unprecedented collection of narrow gage equipment andhrouse, machine shop and
other facilities.
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