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2025 Calendar of Events

Open Housei Rob & Penny Segessenman 1:@0n
(521 South Queen St, Littlestown, PA 17330

General Meeting /Club Picnic, 1:00 pnNational Apple Museum
Pavilion followed by Equipment Repack for Rocky Ridge 3:00pm

Third Quarter Newsletter

Rocky Ridge PreSetup Track & Platforms (10:00 am)

Rocky Ridge Complete Setu§10:00 am)

Rocky RidgeChristmas Magic Opening Day

Rocky Ridge Christmas Magic Ends

General Meeting /Christmas Party- National Apple Museum (12:00pm)

Rocky Ridge Tear Down(10:00 am)
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Spring 2025 President

Here we are and it
and if you dondt h
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As you wi |l see, the big topic and coll ec
at the Great Lakes Large Scale Train Show. First, | want everyone to know | think we, as a
club, made the right choice both to travel to a show, and t® ¢favsen this one instead of the
NELSTS in Springfield MA the week before. In advance, we all agreed this would be a test al
a |l earning experience and | dm happy to re
a bit about the logistics andeltost of building a display with live materials at a pretty great
distance.

We had a wonderful turnout and great help with 15 folks attending including our former VP,
Bob Winger, now |Iiving in State Coll ege.
we get together in person, but this did turn out to be a bit more expdinan we expected. By
the time we count lodging, turnpike tolls, mileage for two vehicles towing trailers and a lunch
(during setup) and a dinner, we did go over budget, but | want to underscore this was a succe
and we learned a lot about what we ead cannot do going forward.

Overall, thefirst Great Lakes show turned out to be a big success with quite a bit more attend-
ance than expected. Our display, as with the previous ones we built in York and that last yea
i n Ti monium, got rave reviews. | durk fosdo+ e
ing a great amount of work in coordination and preparation to get us all there with the items w
needed.

Please enjoy the detailed article and pictures. We had a lot of fun and rekindled some of the
reasons we work hard at Rocky Ridge so we can also do things like this! | think we even got
new member out of it all!




2025 Great Lakes Large Scale Train Expo

When | was given the opportunity to present our club the chance to provide-blhiaiGar-
den Train display | had 2 things to consider. Head up to the Northeasstalgeshow located
in West Springfield Massachusetts versus this new show in Young§&bwnThe decision
was slightly difficult. | knew our club was gettimgder and making the drive of almost 9 hours
one way versus 4 hours to the new show would be a tough one. The NortheaSdadege
show was established and run by Amherst traib athich is well known. They had invited
Rob and | to come up and have our club do our thing. The new Great Lakes show was just
starting out. After spending some time with Andrew Fitch and his wife and discussing all the
options of how to provide guality largescale great show that folks would want to drive and
attend, | felt more comfortable recommending the club give this a try. Andrew and | had many
discussions on every subject you can imagirgetp build this show. Along with Nico Corbo, |
made theecommendation to go for it, and | would take the lead for our club.

The 2025 Great Lakes large scale train Expo was held on May 9th anteadtfioungstown
Ohio. 17 members and three trailers made théndustrek for the show. Most of us de-
partedthe show from Turk's hom&V/e loaded up with the club trailer alongwit Tur k 6 s t
loaded with trains and an assortment of show items. In addition, we also had Néaittents
trailer with all the logging items, locomotives, cars, special scenery and buildings needed to
build this layout. | hadn't done a logging digpia over 6 years, and all the stuff was in storage.
My buddy Jeff Shubert came downhelpme get all the boxes and items organizéeff and
Mel and the kids alsoame down to help ysack the trailer, which was super nice as well as
building a rack ér the plants to be transporte@®ur own Mark and Mary Jane Reiff provided
20 Flats of small plants which we also transported. Ildsh coordinating since early February
with Executive Landscaping in Ohio to also provide plants for Tom and Fern Mdootias
would give us a great variety of all size plans for the design as well as mulch and stdoe dust
the display. They wera little bit difficult to deal with due to pick up and return times, but Tom
and | made it alwork. Our display area was Idea at the entrance of a foyer just like the old
East Coast show, but it was in a triangular shape. We started work on Thursday May 8th at
10:00 am andavere finished by around 4pm. Although the area has a smaller entrance, we wer
abl e t o b udidplay armd maké idbwork o2 detfer than the mopkwve did at home
at the Apple Museum. Andrew Fitch, the "show director " was gracious to let us come 2 hours
before anyone else, which made it very nice to have the trailers conveniently close to the en-
trance doors. Vendors were not allowed in till 12:00 noon. We were able to also get in till 12:C
noon so that gave us ahdur start ahead of all the mess of people in and out of the build-
ing. Rob and | got things started out and Kevin Adams took the bkthmecting the building
of the track plan. Phillips Shoop ran all the wiring and set up the power pack table for us.

The layout consisted of one large oval Loop where we raii@, @nd a €1 steam locomo-
tive with passenger cars and also a small diesel engine on the siding with some freight cars.
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T u r gpécmlized logging loop had trestles that ran an incline to a bridge with track that ran o
a bridge over the pond-eaturing a double headafrlocomotives consisting of a thréieick

Shay and a threeuck climax pulling a work box car, a logdder, andn assortment of log

cars followed by a custoitouilt caboose. We also featured a small Thomas Loop in front of the
layout where Tom and Fern made some fabulous plant displays. Due to size, Jeff and | used
about half of my logging displajyat wenormally do but still made it very busy. | was able to
feature theoperating sawmill with array of sidings with finishkesnber and log cars whickas

a big hit. Rob and | both would have liked to have had a reversing unit track, but there was ju:
not enaigh space. The show was attended by 1010 people including all vendors. After the firs
day, things went very well and the whole building was packed with 179 tables.

Prizes were given out every hour, 4 at a time because there were so many donations. Andr
worked tirelessly on this show on advertising, PR and internet plus phone calls to make this
show a large scale show we can all be proud of and want to a@emdjroup worked well to-
gether, and we all went out to dinner Thursday night at the Golden Corral to celebrate our suc
cess. It was great!

As for the show itself, there were many events for all interests. -indiizcale diesel and
steam engine ride outside with a large track in the parking lot anyone could ride for free. This
was offered by Acciie. Also offered were your own persal figure of yourself made by
Shrunk 3D. They do a 3D scan of you and produce a figure of yourself in a variety of sizes
such as 129 to 120.3. 3D custom parts provided by 4TrackRR. Nico Corbo offered all sorts of
train parts and rolling stock. Videogtapwas provided by Dakman Productions, Thanks
Shawn!

Food was provided inside the event and was very affordable and great.

A total of 39 vendors and 179 tables of items were on hand. There were seminars include:
as well. They also had a modeling contest featuring buildings, engines and rolling stock. Your
truly was lucky enough to win the grand prize with my Bachmastoau fire engine truck built
from a Bachmann rail truck.

Also featured for the kids: Steve andiiMdafrom Making Trains Fun invited the kids to
build their own train car stheycould learn about large scale railroading. That was all free.
Tons of vendors provideelventhing from track, trains, cars, buildings, 3D printing and usual
oddball specialties if you are looking for something different.

Many of our members monitor the layout and answered questions and we had very few pra
lems or derailments, which was great for once.

|l am happy to report that the show fol ks
an additional $100.00 more that we had agreed upon. YEA!!
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Saturday provided another good day, which is not always the norm. The show ended at 4:0
p.m. and our club had dismantled and taken the whole display down and packed up in the tra
ers and packed up in the trailers by 6:10 pm. Luckily, we had some whieelba@and extra
crew to help. Barry McNewds son Sean McNe:
tance and helped us dismantle the layout and get things organized for me in the logging item:
since Jeff had to go home early to work college gradoiat

Many thanks to the following members for all your help and participation: Bill and Dee Sim-
mons, Bob and Janet Hyatt, Fred Wendling, Jeff Shubert, Tom and Fern McCloud, Bob Kluck
Philip Shoop, Bob WengeKevin and Aaron Adams arigarry, Linda and Sean McNew. A
big thanks to my buddy and organizer Rob Segessenman. We are a great team, and | could r
do all of this without your help!

Friends in Railroading, your orthopedic show coordinator
Turk Russell

The planning stage:
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Three trailers loaded and ready to go.




Unloading
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Adding all the finishing touches
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Galaxy 'A15 5G
May 09, 2025
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TCalaxy A1S 56
May 09. 2025~

Our SVGRS membersat the Great LakesLarge Scale Train
Show
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